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In the southern foothills of the Luberon highlands, in the village of Launrs,

the Domaine de Fontenille has been reborn as a charmin
that is restoring the region’s reputation for excel

.t; hotel in'a vineyard
ent wines.
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The main building seen from the park with its century-old trees.
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For many vyears, the Domaine de Fontemlle was one ol
the most prestigious vineyards of the Luberon region. “And
we intend to regain that status as quickly as possible,” its
new owners declare, “while also making Fontenille a hohday
destination where guests can relax in an ambience of beauty
and quality.” This is the challenge that Frédéric Biousse and
Guillaume Foucher took on when they acquired the wine
estate a few years ago. The two entreprencurs, one the former
chairman of the SMCP Group (Sandro, Maje, Claudie Pierlot
and the other a gallery owner, lost no time In recapturing
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the splendor of this venerable property. After a Herculean
renovation project, including the restoration of all the floors
and roofs, the magnificent residence now houses 1/ rooms
and suites, two dining rooms and a series of private lounges
and meeting spaces, as well as a contemporary arts center.
The architect Alexandre Lafourcade, a specialist in historic
restoration, was brought in to oversee the structural work, while
the two partners personally handled the fittings and furnishings
in order to create a setting that reflects their tastes. In other
words, traditional Provencal charm, featuring lots of natural




colors and materials like stone and wood, judiciously balanced
with more contemporary touches, in particular through the
choice of furniture. The décor integrates creations by famous
designers like Jean Prouvé and Ronan and Erwan Bouroullec,
plus ceramics by Patricia Urquiola in the bathrooms and a
selection of artworks punctuating all of the spaces. “We tried to
make each room unique,” the duo says, “as much in the forms
as the treatment, in order to give guests the impression that they
are staying in a family home and not just a hotel.”

As for the landscaping, one could say that it’s of the same
vintage: the main house looks out onto a marvelous park
four hectares (ten acres) planted with century-old olive trees,
cypress, rose bushes, etc. The entire estate spans some 30
hectares (74 acres), much of it covered with vines, of course,
but also including wooded areas that are perfect for strolling.
On the other side of the municipal road, a newly built two-level
wine storchouse allows the grapes to be conveyed by gravity,
in keeping with the Domaine de Fontenille’s biodynamic
approach to winemaking.

“We tried to make
each room unique,

as much in the forms
as the treatment,

in order to gie guests
the impression that
they are staying in a
Jamauly home and not
Just a hotel.”™

VINEYARD

Left: One of the three lounges that give onto
the park. Above: The hotel’s reception space.
Below: A view of the relandscaped park.
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The last, and by no means least, element of the tableau is
the presence in the kitchen of Jérome Faure, a young chef with
talent and energy to spare. Upon arrival, Faure’s first order of
business was to fill out his list of suppliers with the best local
producers. “Eventually we will also have our own herb and
vegetable garden,” the owners report, “not only for the benefit of
the chel, but also to offer the children who stay here a hands-on
experience with nature. Starting next spring, we’ll be offering a
whole range of educational and cultural activities, starting with
exhibitions in the arts center, which is a very important part of
the Domaine for us.” Ideally located between Aix en Provence
and Avignon, a short drive from the picturesque villages of
Lourmarin and Bonnieux, the Domaine de Fontenille is sure
to become a favorite among those who love this still relatively
unspoiled corner of Provence. Here they can savor, for a few
days or just for a meal, a hybrid classic-contemporary art of
living that resonates perfectly with the history of the place.
| Domaine de Fontenille, Route de Roquefraiche, Lauris, Vaucluse.

Tel. +33 (014 13 98 00 00. www.domainedefontenille.com |
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Above: Puy Sainte
Réparade egg with
flowers, a pinch of herbs
and jasmine zabaglione.
Right: The restaurant,
La Cuisine d’Améhe.
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| Domaine de Fontenille, Route de Roquefraiche,
Lauris.Vaucluse. #i& : +33 (0)4 13 98 00 00.
www.domainedefontenille.com |
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Left: The winery's gleaming new

vats. Above: The three Domaine de

Fontenille wines—red, white and rosé.
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